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Refurbishment of the Great Siege Tunnel 
 
The Gibraltar Tourist Board is pleased to announce that the refurbishment of the 
Great Siege Tunnel is now complete. 
 
The phased programme was spread over four years to allow the GTB to maintain the 
site open at all times and has resulted in a complete transformation of the visitor 
experience at this unique tourist site within the Upper Rock Nature Reserve.  The 
tunnel itself is of immense historical importance to Gibraltar for it became one of the 
main bastions of its defence strategy.  Tunnelling commenced on the 25th May 1782 
and it was a major feat of engineering that eventually led to the creation of St. 
George’s Hall, underneath “The Notch” on the North face of the Rock. 
 
The first part of the refurbishment programme involved the re-wiring of all the 
electrical points and the provision of new lighting and this has acted as a basis for the 
rest of the works. 
 
Whilst this was going on, research was being conducted to map out all the exhibits 
and interpretation panels.  This was carried out by Garry Hall from H&H Sculptors, a 
company that has close links with Gibraltar as they provide the models that are found 
in many of our tourist sites.  Close consultation was maintained with local experts to 
confirm the source material but it was quickly found that there was a wealth of 
important information and this led to an ever increasing number of panels that 
needed to be prepared. 
 
Putting together the content of the information panels was a monumental task, as it 
required that the information to be included satisfied both the visitor with a casual 
interest and the enthusiast in military history. Panels are in two languages, English 
and abridged versions in Spanish. 
 
An innovation has been the introduction of audio boxes that replay minute long 
information summaries in six languages, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, 
Spanish and of course English. 
 
The result is that all the embrasures now have interpretation panels and many have 
tableaux depicting life in the tunnel at different periods of its history.  The tableaux 
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include scenarios from the Great Siege, Victorian Times and World War II that bring 
to life the tunnel itself. 
 
The last innovation is the opening of St. George’s Hall, together with the windows 
placed on the embrasures that afford new vistas from the North Face of the Rock. 
 
The Great Siege Tunnel is open daily and is well worth a visit. 
 

 

 

 


